
rail service is currently being studied under 
the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative. The 
transportation of hazardous materials, reduc-
ing crashes at roadway/railway crossings and 
trespassing are other issues that affect citizens, 
communities and businesses. Inefficiencies in 
the regulatory arena in which private railroads 
operate are impacting shippers, and possibly, 
the quality of rail network infrastructure.

There are many opportunities for the state 
to position itself for the impact of growth in 
both freight and passenger rail. Several oppor-
tunities involve increasing current public sector 
efforts along with monitoring the rail industry 
to ensure that Wisconsin business and citizens 
continue to have a viable alternative for ship-
ping freight and transporting people. An assess-
ment of the range of potential costs to preserve 
and improve the state’s rail infrastructure should 
be undertaken. As always, maximizing the 
safety of Wisconsin’s citizens and fair and equi-
table treatment across all transportation modes 
will be guiding principles along with maximiz-
ing public benefits and preserving Wisconsin’s 
environment and quality of life.

Emerging issues such as efforts to reduce 
the level of mercury emissions from coal-pow-
ered energy plants, bans on locomotive horn 
use, and the implementation of commuter 
rail services must be closely monitored.

The issues raised in this report and the 
critical issue of how to fund rail system 
initiatives will be further examined 
in Connections 2030. 
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Wisconsin’s rail system provides a network 
over which freight and people can be transport-
ed efficiently. As such, rail is and will continue 
to be an important mode of transportation 
for Wisconsin. 
 Freight rail service provides a low cost 

transportation alternative for the high 
volume, lower value commodities that are 
essential to many of Wisconsin’s traditional 
manufacturing industries. Rail provides 
a low cost energy source (coal) to the state’s 
electric utilities. In the expanding arena of 
international trade, freight rail movement 
between Wisconsin, Canada, and Mexico 
will continue to increase, and transcontinental 
containerized shipments involving ship / rail /
truck intermodal movements are projected 
as a significant growth area. 

 Intercity passenger rail service in Wisconsin 
provides access to commercial and cultural 
attractions in Chicago, Minneapolis / St. Paul 
and other parts of the country. It provides 
a mobility choice for those traveling in 
congested areas and for those who cannot, 
or choose not to, drive or fly. 

 Crossing safety measures allow the two 
modes — roadways and railways—to 
interact with minimum risk and maximum 
transportation network efficiency.

Numerous rail issues have an impact on 
the efficiency of the rail network. These include 
rail congestion, intermodal facilities, preserv-
ing rail corridors and maintenance of publicly 
owned infrastructure. Another issue, determin-
ing the appropriate level of intercity passenger 
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